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State Laws Regulating Noxious Weeds 

Noxious Weed Defined:

NRS 555.005 : ñAny species of plant which is, or is likely 
to be, a public nuisance, detrimental or destructive and 

difficult to controlò 

Introduced Through: feed, seeds, ornamentals
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Why Be Concerned   

Noxious Weeds:
Å Reduced Property Values

Å Increased Fire Potential 

Å Reduced Agricultural Yields

Å Wildlife Habitat Reduction 

Å Increased Rodent Population

Å Water Quantity, Quality, and 
Clarity

Å Costs $$$$
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Medusahead
Identification 

Stems:
Winter Annual resembling Cheat 
Grass. Can get up to 2 feet tall 
but normally around 6 to 10 
inches. Over time a thick dense 
mat of fibrous material develops. 

Leaves and Flower: 
The seed head is a spike about ½ 
to 2 inches long with stiff twisted 
awns resembling Medusaôs head. 

Roots:

Fibrous root system. 
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Medusahead

Å Infests rangland and 

pastures

Å Unpalatable to horses

Å Over time creates a thick 

dense stand of silica 

matter shading out other 

plants

ÅHuge fire concern 

preventing establishment 

of other plant speices

Å More upright then 

Cheatgrass
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Medusahead, Taenatherium caput -medusa
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Yellow Starthistle

Identification 
Stems:
Mature stems are stiff grayish 
green with minimal leaf material 
attached but instead holds a rib 
type leaf running along its edge 
on both sides of the stem. 

Leaves:
Juvenile leaves are also grayish 
green with fine white hairs on 
them. The young rosettes are the 
major part of the plant holding 
leaf material. 

Flower:
Yellow flower located at ends of 
the stems with still yellow spikes 
directly underneath (bracts) 
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Yellow Starthistle



agri.nv.gov

Yellow Starthistle, Centaurea solstitialis
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Scotch Thistle

Identification 
Stems up to 12 ft. tall and branched, 
with spiny wings along stem; covered 
with gray hair

Leaves 4-20ò long, covered with 
wooly gray hairs giving plant a gray -
green appearance. 

Flower white to purple flowers, 
located at the tip of each branch; base 
of flower is round, 1 -2ò wide and 
covered with green spiny bracts.

Roots fleshy taproot

Other biennial, reproduces through 
seed.
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Scotch Thistle

Spiny ñwingsò on 

stem.

Grey hairs/fuzz 

on rosettes. 


